
 

 
 

MORAL REPORT – LEHAIM FESTIVAL #2 

2026 EDITION – Mediterranean Jewish Cultures 

The Lehaim Festival took place in Aix-en-Provence on June 4 and 7, 2026, in the 

exceptional setting of the Pavillon de Vendôme. This second edition, dedicated to 

Mediterranean Jewish cultures, marked a decisive milestone in the development of 

the project led by Maison Armand Lunel. 

Following the success of the first edition, our ambition was twofold: to confirm the 

public's interest in a Jewish cultural festival open to all, and to deepen our approach 

by exploring a strong theme rich in meaning and history. Today, we can confidently 

say that this objective has been achieved. 

A Festival Under the Sign of the Mediterranean 

This year, Lehaim chose to celebrate the Jewish cultures of the Mediterranean. From 

Thessaloniki to Tangier, from Alexandria to Marseille, we sought to tell the stories of 

communities that, for centuries, helped shape a space of encounters, exchanges, 

and creativity. 

Through music, gastronomy, conferences, workshops, exhibitions, and personal 

testimonies, the festival offered an accessible and engaging exploration of this 

diverse heritage. True to its founding principles, Lehaim remained a non-religious 

and non-political festival focused on culture, transmission, and human connection. 

A Significant Increase in Attendance 

The opening evening on Thursday, June 4, brought together nearly 300 participants 

for an Oriental cabaret dinner combining Mediterranean cuisine, live music, dance, 

and comedy. Despite particularly adverse weather conditions, which forced us to 

relocate the entire event indoors only a few hours before it began, the public 

responded enthusiastically. This strong turnout reflects the growing attachment of 

audiences to the festival. Due to the last-minute relocation, ticket sales had to be 

closed one day before the event. 



 

Sunday, June 7, was a true highlight, welcoming nearly 2,000 visitors throughout the 

day. We estimate that approximately 70% of attendees came from outside the 

Jewish community, fully confirming our objective of opening the festival to the wider 

public and fostering mutual discovery. 

This diversity was made possible thanks to the City's substantial support, particularly 

through an extensive communication campaign, including three weeks of promotion 

on the city's digital displays, as well as the provision of a venue located in the heart 

of Aix-en-Provence. 

This broad mix of audiences is undoubtedly one of the most significant achievements 

of this edition. It demonstrates that culture is a powerful vehicle for dialogue and that 

there is a genuine public appetite for initiatives that help people better understand 

the histories, heritages, and identities that shape our society. 

Memory, Transmission, and Discovery 

The 2026 edition was marked by a significant strengthening of its memorial 

dimension. 

The exhibition dedicated to the journeys of Jewish families from Aix-en-Provence 

with Mediterranean roots attracted particular interest. Through photographs, family 

archives, and personal stories, it retraced paths of exile, settlement, and 

transmission that have deeply shaped local history. Beyond Jewish memory alone, 

the exhibition offered a sensitive perspective on the major Mediterranean migrations 

of the twentieth century and their contribution to the identity of our region. 

Another major innovation was the creation of the "Memory Tent." This space, 

dedicated to the continuous screening of documentaries and testimonies, allowed 

visitors to discover the history of Jewish communities around the Mediterranean 

basin in an environment conducive to reflection and learning. It became a true space 

of living memory at the heart of the festival. 

The conferences, literary encounters, and historical presentations were also highly 

successful, illustrating the public's interest in an approach that combines intellectual 

rigor with accessibility when addressing issues of memory, identity, and cultural 

heritage. 

A Festival of Encounters and Experiences 

Throughout Sunday, visitors were able to participate in numerous creative, artistic, 

and culinary workshops, including Oriental pastry-making, dance, percussion, Ladino 

discovery sessions, calligraphy, mosaics, pottery, henna tattooing, youth activities, 

readings, and storytelling. 



 

These participatory formats have become one of the festival's greatest strengths. 

They allow visitors to move beyond simple observation and engage in lived 

experiences, encouraging meaningful exchanges between speakers, volunteers, and 

attendees. 

The musical program also contributed greatly to this dynamic of encounter and 

dialogue, bringing together Mediterranean traditions, Judeo-Spanish repertoires, and 

contemporary creations. 

An Outstanding Collective Effort 

The success of this second edition rests above all on the remarkable commitment of 

volunteers, partners, artists, speakers, and institutions that supported the project. 

We would like to warmly thank all our public and private supporters, the teams of the 

City of Aix-en-Provence, our cultural and community partners, and everyone who 

helped make this festival a welcoming, ambitious, and deeply human event. 

Community Support 

Rabbi Valency, Chief Rabbi of Aix-en-Provence, personally supervised the festival's 

kosher certification and enabled us to provide kosher meals throughout both festival 

days. 

Conclusion 

This second edition confirms that Lehaim fulfills a genuine need: creating spaces for 

encounter where culture helps overcome prejudice, transmit stories, and strengthen 

social bonds. 

At a time when identity-related tensions often dominate public discourse, we have 

chosen to highlight what brings people together: stories, arts, flavors, memories, and 

human journeys. 

With nearly 2,300 participants across the festival, a strong presence from the general 

public, and a program enriched by new opportunities for transmission and 

remembrance, Lehaim has now established itself as a recognized cultural event 

within the Aix-en-Provence cultural landscape. 

This success encourages us to continue pursuing our ambition: to make the festival 

a place of discovery, openness, and shared living, faithful to the very meaning of its 

name. 

Lehaim. To Life. 

 



 

 

KEY FIGURES 

● 2-day festival 
● 2,300 participants 
● 300 attendees at the opening night event 
● 2,000 visitors during the Family Day 
● Including 70% attendees from outside the Jewish community 
● 1 original memorial exhibition 
● 1 Memory Tent 
● 3 historical conferences 
● More than 15 cultural workshops and immersive experiences 
● 2 partner bookstores 
● Several dozen volunteers mobilized 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ANNEXES 

 
1- ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026 :  

Mediterranean Oriental Cabaret 

Dinner 

• 300 participants 

• Event relocated indoors due to 
adverse weather conditions 

• Mediterranean dinner prepared by 
Tita Restaurant 

• Oriental musical performance by 

TransMosaïk 

• Oriental dance performance 

• Comedy and stand-up 

performances 

• Attendance of institutional and 
community partners 

This opening evening provided a 

warm and convivial atmosphere, 

bringing people together through the 

discovery of Mediterranean Jewish 

cultures via gastronomy, music, 

dance, and humor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2026 – FAMILY DAY 

Nearly 2,000 visitors 

Approximately 70% of attendees from outside the Jewish community 

Free admission 

Family-friendly programming throughout the day 

CONFERENCES & TALKS 

- Benjamin Stora: The History of Algerian Jews 

- David Dahan: Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries 

- Documentary screenings and discussions exploring Mediterranean Jewish 

memories and heritage 

EXHIBITION 

- Exhibition tracing the journeys of Jewish families from Aix-en-Provence with 

roots in the Mediterranean basin 

- Presentation of photographs, family archives, and personal testimonies 

- A reflection on local history through migration stories and intergenerational 

transmission 

THE MEMORY TENT 

- Continuous screening of documentaries and testimonies 

- Discovery of the history of Jewish communities across the Mediterranean 

region 

- A space dedicated to remembrance, transmission, and reflection, open to all 

visitors 

WORKSHOPS & CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

- Ladino discovery workshops 

- Mediterranean percussion 

workshops 

- Oriental dance workshops 

- Oriental pastry-making 

workshops 

- Hebrew and Arabic calligraphy 

workshops 

- Mosaic workshops 

- Pottery workshops 

- Talisman-making workshops 

inspired by Mediterranean 

symbols 

- Henna tattoo workshops 

- Arts and crafts activities 

- Storytelling sessions and 

traditional tales 

- Children's activities and family-

friendly experiences 

These participatory activities offered visitors the opportunity not only to 

discover Mediterranean Jewish heritage, but also to experience it firsthand 

through artistic expression, creativity, and cultural exchange 



 

CULTURAL SPACES 

- Two partner bookstores featuring a curated selection of books related to 

Jewish culture, history, and the festival's theme 

- Permanent exhibition dedicated to the stories and heritage of Mediterranean 

Jewish families 

- Oriental market and culinary discovery area showcasing flavors, traditions, 

and artisanal products from across the Mediterranean 

CLOSING CONCERTS 

- Ladino music performance celebrating the Judeo-Spanish musical heritage 

- Oriental jazz 

 



 

 
  



 

2 - PHOTOS  

- Soirée stand up de jeudi 5 juin en présence de Mme le Maire 

 



 

 
 

 

- Journée dimanche 8 juin - ateliers, conférences, expériences 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Revue de presse - LEHAIM #2 
 

SABABA 

https://sababa-medias.com/2026/06/05/lehaim-le-festival-qui-dit-a-la-vie-depuis-aix-en-

provence/ 

 

LA MARSEILLAISE 

https://www.lamarseillaise.fr/culture/lehaim-un-festival-pour-decouvrir-les-cultures-juives-

FI20287828  

 

RESEAUX SOCIAUX DE LA VILLE 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/830172773236808/  

 

 

SITE OFFICE DU TOURISME 

- Provence : https://www.myprovence.fr/agenda/festival 

- Aix en Provence : https://travel.aixenprovencetourism.com/fr/fiche/festival-le-

haim-cultures-juives-mediterraneennes-7773375/  

 

CRIF :  

https://www.crif.org/articles/actualites/2026-04-23/le-festival-lehaim-revient-a-aix-en-

provence/  

 

RADIO JM 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3581965235291195 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&is=cXd8pevt4o9LY_Mc&v=rpc61OPEx9M&featur

e=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfSc9kyl4Gc&feature=youtu.be  

 

LA PROVENCE 

 

https://www.laprovence.com/article/culture-loisirs/1305411800069314/on-veut-montrer-qu-il-

y-a-une-voie-pour-recreer-du-dialogue-le-festival-lehaim-des-cultures-juives-revient-a-aix  

https://sababa-medias.com/2026/06/05/lehaim-le-festival-qui-dit-a-la-vie-depuis-aix-en-provence/
https://sababa-medias.com/2026/06/05/lehaim-le-festival-qui-dit-a-la-vie-depuis-aix-en-provence/
https://www.lamarseillaise.fr/culture/lehaim-un-festival-pour-decouvrir-les-cultures-juives-FI20287828
https://www.lamarseillaise.fr/culture/lehaim-un-festival-pour-decouvrir-les-cultures-juives-FI20287828
https://www.facebook.com/reel/830172773236808/
https://www.myprovence.fr/agenda/festival
https://travel.aixenprovencetourism.com/fr/fiche/festival-le-haim-cultures-juives-mediterraneennes-7773375/
https://travel.aixenprovencetourism.com/fr/fiche/festival-le-haim-cultures-juives-mediterraneennes-7773375/
https://www.crif.org/articles/actualites/2026-04-23/le-festival-lehaim-revient-a-aix-en-provence/
https://www.crif.org/articles/actualites/2026-04-23/le-festival-lehaim-revient-a-aix-en-provence/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3581965235291195
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&is=cXd8pevt4o9LY_Mc&v=rpc61OPEx9M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&is=cXd8pevt4o9LY_Mc&v=rpc61OPEx9M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfSc9kyl4Gc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.laprovence.com/article/culture-loisirs/1305411800069314/on-veut-montrer-qu-il-y-a-une-voie-pour-recreer-du-dialogue-le-festival-lehaim-des-cultures-juives-revient-a-aix
https://www.laprovence.com/article/culture-loisirs/1305411800069314/on-veut-montrer-qu-il-y-a-une-voie-pour-recreer-du-dialogue-le-festival-lehaim-des-cultures-juives-revient-a-aix


 

 
 

 

 

3 SEMAINE DE DIFFUSION SUR LES PANNEAUX DE LA VILLE 



 

 



 

 
 


