MATANEL FOUNDATION
ACTIVITY REPORT
Program: EUROPEAN BETH DIN OF THE CER
Year: 2025
Please present your activity report according to the following lines. The whole report
will not exceed 2 or 3 pages (as a Word document).
Name of the Program: European Beth Din of the Conference of European Rabbis
Year of activity: 2025

Name of the report's writer: Rabbi Yaakov S. Gabay

Function of the report's writer: CEO & Chief of Staff to the President of the
Conference of European Rabbis

Mail: ravgabay(@rabbiscer.org | Mobile: +41 78 2008969

Website / Facebook address of the organisation:
https://rabbiscer.org/what-we-do/european-beth-din-cer/

Number of active participants in the program:
8 Dayanim and Registrar of the European Beth Din of the CER, Rabbi Yaakov S.
Gabay, is directly involved with the Beth Din, providing services to Jewish
communities across the European Continent.
The following Jewish communities are active participants/recipients of services
provided by the Beth Din:

- All Jewish communities in Spain (Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga, Torremolinos,

Marbella, Melilla, Ceuta, Alicante).

- The Jewish Community of Latvia.

- The Jewish Community of Luxembourg.

- The Jewish Community of Bulgaria.

- The Jewish Community of Thessaloniki (Greece).

- The Jewish Community of Finland.

- The Jewish Community of Oporto.

- The Jewish Community of Lisbon.

- The Jewish Community of Croatia.

Estimated number of impacted participants: The European Beth Din has handled
hundreds of requests for conversion, religious divorce, mediation and arbitration,
halachic guidance and any other matter requiring a Beth Din in 2025.

Give the actual state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the
activity report, no more than ten lines):

Throughout 2025, the European Beth Din continued to serve as a central halachic and
personal-status authority for Jewish communities across Europe. The year featured


mailto:ravgabay@rabbiscer.org
https://rabbiscer.org/what-we-do/european-beth-din-cer/

primary Giyur operations, complex Gittin cases, extensive Birur Yahadut work,
international missions, and significant contributions to safeguarding vulnerable
individuals within the Jewish family-law system.

e Giyur (Conversions)
The Beth Din received a large number of enquiries from across Europe—including
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Germany, France, Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Turkey, Latvia
and Lithuania. Candidates were evaluated according to CER standards requiring
residence near a synagogue, integration into a functioning community, and
commitment to halachic observance. Many candidates advanced to interviews and
structured study programs.

e Completed Conversions (Europe)
Family Juskys (Riga) — a couple with three minor children, completed with Tevila in
Riga by the CER Beth Din on 20.02.2025

» Dubravka Plese (Zagreb) — Process completed with Tevila in London on
10.09.2025.
= Johannes Proempeler (Riga) — Process began in Riga with Brit Milah,
completed with tevila on 21.05.2025 under the London Beth Din.

Under CER, Beth Din, headed by Dayan Menachem Gelley, conducted a major Giyur
operation in Madrid (18-20 March).
A total of 25 individuals completed Giyur, including families undergoing Giur
LeChumrah, regular conversion candidates, and several requiring Hatafat Dam Brit
and Kabbalat HaMitzvot.
Additionally, one further candidate completed Giyur in London (August 2025).
The Registrar prepared all certificates.

e Gittin (Jewish Divorce)
The Beth Din managed multiple Gittin cases across Europe, including Spain, Scotland,
Gibraltar, Romania, and Latvia.
Riga Mission — February 2025
During the Riga mission, the Dayanim processed five Gittin, including complex cases
requiring Mesira deposits, absentee spouses, and coordination with local rabbis. A
complete halachic protocol was followed for each case.

e Birur Yahadut (Confirmation of Jewish Status)
Working with the CER Personal & Jewish Status Department, Rabbi Amir
Ostashinsky, Rabbi Shimon Har-Shalom, and Dayanim Rabbis Goldschmidt and
Lebel, the Beth Din reviewed and resolved cases across Germany, France, Ireland,
Belgium, and Finland. Several certificates of Jewish or non-Jewish status were issued;
others remain under genealogical review.
2025 was a year of significant growth and impact for the European Beth Din. With
major conversion activities, complex personal-status resolutions, strengthened
international cooperation, and dedicated missions across Europe, the Beth Din
continued to uphold rigorous halachic standards and provide vital support to Jewish
communities across the continent.

The main achievements during the last year of activity (main achievements,
number of events, number of participants, etc.):
s. attached document.



The evaluation (methodology, results, comparisons with the previous year,
conclusions for the future...):

Our evaluation is very objective as we can compare the number of countries and
communities being served in the past and now.

The Beth Din of the CER has grown significantly over the past couple of years and has
plans to grow even more.

Provisional guidelines for the advancement of the program in the next year:

The Director of the Beth Din will continue to visit new communities to open new lines
of communication. He will revisit communities already working with the Beth Din to
strengthen professional relationships.

Please join the Evaluation Report, the Financial Report, and the list of
participants in the program (as PDF documents)
s. attached document.

Please join photos — as JPG files — and any link or any other document connected
to the program which seems to you relevant — as a PDF document.

Photos from the 2025 gatherings of the Daynims of the Beith Din of the CER, which
we can share, are attached.

Please join a 5-minute movie that introduces your institution and the specific
project supported by the Matanel Foundation. The cinema should be accessible to
the philanthropic world and to other potential donors.

Unfortunately, no videos or photos can be included due to the sensitive and private
nature of Beith Din's work. This is actually common among rabbinical courts that
handle personal matters such as divorce, conversion, and family disputes.



Summary of 2025 Activities - European Beth Din of the CER

Throughout 2025, the European Beth Din continued serving as a central halachic authority for Jewish communities
across Europe. Key Achievements include:

o Conversions (Giyur): Completed conversions for multiple individuals and families across Europe,
including a significant operation in Madrid (18-20 March) where 25 individuals completed Giyur under
Dayan Menachem Gelley's leadership.

Additional conversions were completed in Riga, Zagreb, and London.

« Jewish Divorce (Gittin): Managed multiple Gittin cases across Spain, Scotland, Gibraltar, Romania, and
Latvia, including & comprehensive mission to Riga in February 2025, where five complex cases were
processed.

o Jewish Status Confirmation (Birur Yahadut): Reviewed and resolved cases across Germany, France,
Ireland, Belgium, and Finland, issuing certificates of Jewish status.

o Communities Served: Provided services to Jewish communities in Spain (8 cities), Latvia, Luxembourg,
Bulgaria, Greece, Finland, Portugal, and Croatia, handling hundreds of requests throughout the year.

The Beth Din of the Conference of European Rabhis has experienced significant growth and continues to expand
its reach across Europe, strengthening professional relationships with existing communities while establishing
new connections.



