MATANEL FOUNDATION
ACTIVITY REPORT

Program: The Assizes of Rashi
Year: 2025

Please present your activity report according to the following lines. The whole rapport
will not exceed 2 or 3 pages (as word document).

Name of the Program: The Assizes of Rashi Year of activity: 2025

Name of the report's writer: Francine Doué

Function of the report's writer: responsible for the financial department
Mail: francine@rachi-troyes.com Phones :06.12.79.00.34
Website / Facebook address of the organization: https:/rachi-troyes.org
Number of active participants in the program: 30

Estimated number of impacted participants: 200

Give the actually state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the
activity report, no more than ten lines):

The project consisted of self-guided tours of the Rashi House, offering an
immersion into the legacy of the great Trojan exegete Rashi, as well as three
lectures.

Franck Lalou, who was not initially scheduled to speak, presented his work on
Rashi’s calligraphy, medieval writing, and the value of letter forms as a medium
for meditation and symbolic transmission.

Francois Sureau, a member of the French Academy, spoke in the morning. He
repeatedly emphasized the fundamental role of Jewish intellectuals in French
culture and identity. He discussed figures such as Proust, Bergson, and Zweig,
and their invaluable contribution to French thought and literature. He also
recalled that France, beset by tensions and questioning, has always benefited
from the contribution of Judaism as a source of reflection, hope and civilization.
A catered lunch was organized to encourage interaction and networking among
participants.

In the afternoon, Ariel Tolédano, a vascular physician and professor of the
History of Medicine, spoke about the links between medicine and Jewish
wisdom. Through his book, ""Rashi's Medicine: For a Humanistic Approach to
Care," he explored a lesser-known facet of Rashi, analyzing his knowledge of
prevention, hygiene, and nutrition. This presentation highlighted an open
Judaism, where religious and medical knowledge combine for human progress.
Booklets published by the Rashi House were distributed on living well together,
combating antisemitism, and the genius of Judaism. The Rashi House organized
an exceptional day on June 29, 2025, entitled ""The Rashi Conference," dedicated
to the history of French Judaism and its contribution to France..



The main achievements during the last year of activity (main achievements, number
of events, number of participants, etc.):
Attached is our minutes of the general meeting and activity report for 2024

The evaluation (methodology, results, comparisons with the precedent year,
conclusions for the future...):

Provisional guide lines for the advancement of the program in the next year:

The number of visitors continues to grow, with people coming from all over the
world. We plan to continue developing the Rashi House: conferences, Yom Rashi
(Rashi Day), the fight against antisemitism...

Please join the Evaluation Report, the Financial Report and the list of the participants
to the program (as PDF documents): Attached is the actual budget

Please join photos — as JPG files — and any link or any other document connected to
the program which will seems to you relevant —as PDF document.

Please join a 5 minutes movie which presents your institution and the particular
project supported by the Matanel Foundation. The movie should be accessible to the
philanthropic world and to other potential donors.



