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Succinct Summary of Activities of the European Beth Din of the CER — 2025

Throughout 2025, the European Beth Din continued to serve as a central halachic and personal-status
authority for Jewish communities across Europe. The year featured major Giyur operations, complex
Gittin cases, extensive Birur Yahadut work, international missions, and important contributions to
safeguarding vulnerable individuals within the Jewish family-law system.

1. Giyur (Conversions)

1.1 Enquiries & Ongoing Files

The Beth Din received a large number of enquiries from across Europe—including Poland, Portugal,
Spain, Germany, France, Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Turkey, Latvia and Lithuania. Candidates were
evaluated according to CER standards requiring residence near a synagogue, integration into a
functioning community, and commitment to halachic observance. Many candidates advanced to
interviews and structured study programs.

1.2 Completed Conversions (Europe)

+ Family Juskys (Riga) — a couple with three minor children completed with Tevila in Riga by the CER
Beth Din on 20.02.2025

* Dubravka Plese (Zagreb) — Process completed with tevila in London on 10.09.2025.

« Johannes Proempeler (Riga) — Process began in Riga with Brit milah, completed with tevila on
21.05.2025 under the London Beth Din.

1.3 Spain Conversion Operation — March 2025

Under CER Beth Din headed by Dayan Menachem Gelley, a major Giyur operation took place in Madrid
(18-20 March).

A total of 25 individuals completed Giyur, including families undergoing Giur LeChumrah, regular
conversion candidates, and several requiring Hatafat Dam Brit and Kabbalat HaMitzvot.
Additionally, one further candidate completed Giyur in London (August 2025).

All certificates were prepared by the Registrar.

2. Gittin (Jewish Divorce)

The Beth Din managed multiple Gittin cases across Europe, including Spain, Scotland, Gibraltar,
Romania, and Latvia.

2.1 Riga Mission — February 2025

During the Riga mission, the Dayanim processed five Gittin, including complex cases requiring Mesira
deposits, absentee spouses, and coordination with local rabbis. A complete halachic protocol was
followed for each case.

3. Birur Yahadut (Confirmation of Jewish Status)

Working with the CER Personal & Jewish Status Department, Rabbi Amir Ostashinsky, Rabbi Shimon
Har-Shalom, and Dayanim Rabbis Goldschmidt and Lebel, the Beth Din reviewed and resolved cases
across Germany, France, Ireland, Belgium, and Finland. Several certificates of Jewish or non-Jewish
status were issued; others remain under genealogical review.
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4. Dinei Torah (Arbitration & Civil Matters)

Important cases included:

* Madrid Community vs. Pinhas Punturello — Extensive correspondence; parties moved toward external
settlement.

» Kirill Lukin (Vienna/Switzerland) — under CER Beth Din; ongoing.

5. International Missions with the participation of the Registrar & In-Person Beth Din Meetings (2025)
February 2025 — Jerusalem, Israel

* In-person CER Beth Din meeting

» Meetings with Chief Rabbis of Israel, Roshei Yeshiva, Dayanim, senior Rabbanut officials, and
government ministers

» Visit to the Knesset

» Strengthening agreements on personal-status cooperation

February 2025 — Riga, Latvia

* Mission with Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt and Rabbi Moshe Lebel
» Five Gittin and multiple Giyur interviews

» Work with local rabbi and the community

June 2025 — Munich, Germany
+ CER Standing Committee Conference
* In-person meeting of the European Beth Din

September 2025 — London, United Kingdom
« Participation in a conversion tevila conducted by Dayan Gelley
* Handling documentation and follow-up

(Next in-person Beth Din meeting scheduled for January 2026 in Jerusalem.)

6. Beth Din Services in Spain — Development of a National Framework

At the direction of the Dayanim, preparations were made for a dedicated Spanish branch of the CER
Beth Din, including:

« Correspondence with the Chief Rabbinate of Israel

» Coordination with communities in Madrid and Barcelona

» Drafting of contracts and structural frameworks

This project remains ongoing.

7. Scholarly Contributions
Case analyses and halachic material were prepared for inclusion in the forthcoming volume of Seridim,
under the guidance of Dayan Rabbi Moshe Lebel and in coordination with Rabbi Arie Folger of Vienna.
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8. Notable Contribution — Release From Aginut (2025)

A major accomplishment in 2025 was the successful release of a young woman from Spain from
prolonged Aginut.

After years of refusal by her husband—nhimself living abroad and repeatedly evading all summons—the
European Beth Din formally declared him a Get Refuser. With the coordination of our Dayanim, | drafted
and transmitted an urgent letter to the Israeli Rabbinical Courts on behalf of the woman, strengthening
her case and urging immediate action. Other urgent letters were sent by our Dayanim, including one
such letter that was sent by Dayan Gelley during travel under the English Channel (!) to prevent delay at
a critical stage.

Through coordinated efforts with local rabbis, Yad Llsha, and the Israeli Rabbinical Courts, the woman
ultimately received her Get in Israel in summer 2025, freeing her from Aginut.

This marked an important moral and halachic achievement for the Beth Din.

Conclusion

2025 was a year of significant growth and impact for the European Beth Din. With major conversion
activities, complex personal-status resolutions, strengthened international cooperation, and dedicated
missions across Europe, the Beth Din continued to uphold rigorous halachic standards and provide vital
support to Jewish communities across the continent.

Beth Din gf
O e O U

Respectfully, >

Rabbi Yaakov S. Gabay
Registrar, European Beth Din of the CER
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