
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISRAEL FILM ARCHIVE FILM TRANSLATION PROJECT 

REPORT TO THE MATANEL FOUNDATION 

December 2024 

 

 

The Israel Film Archive is pleased to report the completion of the translation of over half the titles included 

in the agreement with the Matanel Foundation. Thanks to the Matanel Foundation’s generous grant, we 

chose to complete the translation of the titles of the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive Collection 

available on the Israel Film Archive website. This is a rich and unique collection of Jewish documentary 

films, mainly materials filmed in Israel, before and after the establishment of the State in 1948, which 

constitute rare historical documentation.  

 

In addition, the list includes historical archive materials from the WIZO and Israfilm collections, and a 

variety of films that receive many views on our website, including student films, short and long feature 

films, as well as documentaries.  

 

During 2024, 76 titles were translated from the list of 125 titles included in the Matanel Foundation grant. 

We expect to complete the translation of all remaining titles by the end of 2025. 

 

Among the films translated : 

 

A HAPPY VALLEY (Unknown director, 1961) 

This documentary, presented by the Jewish National Fund, recounts the story of the drainage operation of 

the Hula Valley, which included Lake Hula and the swamps immediately to its north. A wide array of 

advantages to this operation are presented to the viewer, such as the addition of extensive farmland to 

Israel's territory, the establishment of new settlements and houses, population growth, higher standards of 

living in the area, agricultural industrialization made possible by modern machinery, and the subsequent 

bountiful production. Alongside breathtakingly beautiful footage of the drainage operation, of the 

surrounding idyllic nature, and of fields in bloom, the film presents the Hula Valley as a place cursed by 

nature and ennobled and sanctified by the labor of men. 

 

 

https://jfc.org.il/en/news_journal/118363-2/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND STILL THEY COME (Hazel Greenwald, 1962) 

The story of Czech-born painter and Holocaust survivor, Yehuda Bacon, who lost his family in Auschwitz 

at the age of 16 and managed, against all odds, to become a successful, esteemed artist, is just one story 

among thousands of youths who were rehabilitated at Youth Aliyah’s youth villages. This short 

documentary film, produced for Youth Aliyah, provides a detailed glimpse into the experiences of children 

who were forced to leave their native lands – whether as refugees fleeing persecution and oppressive 

regimes, or as immigrants arriving in Israel to settle the national home of the Jewish people – and found 

themselves in the care of Israeli youth villages. 

 

 
 

 

 

THE AMLASH ENCHANTED FOREST (Shlomo Suriano, 1974) 

An experimental, animated musical film that was made using stop motion technique. The film, inspired by 

Aesop’s Fables, features a cast of ceramic dolls that were discovered in the Amalesh region of Iran. The 

film was shortlisted for the Berlin International Film Festival where it was later shown. 

 

 

https://jfc.org.il/en/news_journal/120745/
https://jfc.org.il/en/movie/46728-2/


 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Jerusalem Cinematheque's ReFilm Restoration Festival, which took place in October 2024, 

several films from the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive collection were screened and translated with 

the generous grant from the Matanel Foundation, including: 

 

• Harvest from the Waters 

• Road To Beersheba 

• Road To Tomorrow 

• The Highest Commandment 

 

These films are yet to be published on the IFA website and made accessible for viewing. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF FILMS TRANSLATED IN 2024 

 

Type Title 
Catalog 

number 
 

Student Film 24 Hours 81915 1.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
48 Hours A Day 118362 2.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

50 Miracle Minutes: Operation Moving 

Day 
120291 3.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
5729: Israel and Us 120285 4.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Conversation with David ben Gurion 123774 5.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Happy Valley 118363 6.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Home in the Desert 67416 7.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Horizon of Hope 118369 8.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Magic Box 118366 9.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
A Message from Mr. David Ben Gurion 67396 10.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Adventure in Freedom 58937 11.  

Student Film After Duty 49008 12.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
American Jews Congratulate 118365 13.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
And on the Seventh Day 55832 14.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
And Still They Come 120745 15.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
As Always, Hadassah 55977 16.  

Student Film Bad Days 42595 17.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Ben Gurion - Builder of a Nation 56320 18.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Break of Day 56470 19.  

Student Film Chavatzelet 36493 20.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Children of the Exodus 119826 21.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Darsena no.12 (Dock no.12) 119831 22.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

David Ben Gurion: More Than A Prime 

Minister 
120299 23.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Day of Decision 120769 24.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Days of Judgement 122779 25.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Eighteen Years of Patish 123700 26.  

Histadrut and Labour Movement 

Movies Collection 
First Steps 71373 27.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Foothold in the Desert 122770 28.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Four Days on Givat Ram 62957 29.  

The Israfilm Collection 

From Single Faction to Party: Political 

Advertisement by “HaOlam HaZeh – Koah 

Hadash ” 

95091 30.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Golan Heights 118368 31.  

WIZO’s Historical Film 

Collection 
Hadasim: A Children's Village 55988 32.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

Hadassah Newsreel: Medical organization 

Vol. 1 
121031 33.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

Hadassah Newsreel: Vocational Education 

Vol. 1 
120634 34.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Hadassah Newsreel: Youth Aliya Vol. 1 121030 35.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Hands of Healing 72271 36.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Hannah Means Grace 120742 37.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Harvest from the Waters 72297 38.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Henrietta Szold 54272 39.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Hill in Judea: The Story of Neveh Ilan 119842 40.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Hope from the Huleh 120766 41.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature Film Circus Palestina 78792 42.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Israel, You and the Facts 78528 43.  

Student Film It 's that Age 48159 44.  

Student Film Jacky 44265 45.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Jerusalem Defenders Laid to Rest 113019 46.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Jerusalem the Tale of one City 123790 47.  

Sketch Jumbo 51300 48.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

Kiryat Israel, Kiryat Shalom and Kiryat 

Borochov 
110936 49.  

Short Film Late Night Stories, Episode 2: The Puppet 108302 50.  

Short Film Letters to Felice 41006 51.  

Short Film Little Night Music 62907 52.  

Short Film Lookout 51823 53.  

Student Film Meir in Seven Scenes 64686 54.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 

Message from Prime Minister Begin Yom 

Hatzmaut 1980 
123701 55.  

Feature Film Miss Entebbe 35313 56.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Naomi Says Yes 95162 57.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Nobody Runs Away 119858 58.  

Feature Film Noodle 32588 59.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Religion in Israel 119828 60.  

Feature Film Saint Clara 44900 61.  

Animation The Amlash Enchanted Forest 46728 62.  

Feature Film Young Love 47432 63.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Challenge of the Negev 95177 64.  

Student Film Instead of a Dream 50769 65.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Israel Film Magazine (Newcomers) #27 68517 66.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
It Could Happen to You 78569 67.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Film Just so you Know 95089 68.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Lakes in the South 48116 69.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
More Land More People 120764 70.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
On Sea Routes 110929 71.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
On to Hanita 114638 72.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Passport to Life 119827 73.  

The Steven Spielberg Jewish Film 

Archive Collection 
Peace Conflict 52908 74.  

Short Film Permission to Land 69539 75.  

Student Film Rehearsal 53391 76.  

 

 

 

 

 


