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AFIKIM English summer camps — 2024

It has undeniably been a trying year for all of the Jewish people, and we join in collective hope and
prayer for a swift and safe return of our hostages and soldiers. We mourn the loss of two of our
graduates: llay Noam Ben-Muha (Kiryat Malachi) hy"d and Ron Shemer (Lod) hy"d. With the
collective support of friends around the world, Afikim has strived to meet the needs of our
students, families, and graduates during these very difficult times.

Summer English Camps

For several years, the Afikim Family Enrichment Association has joined forces with the YU
Counterpoint program in various Israeli cities, including Kiryat Malachi, Lod, Dimona, and Arad, to
organize English Language summer camps. The support of the Nitzan Matanel Foundation has
played a significant role in making this program a reality.

The English language summer camps, engage the children and teens in a range of social activities,
enrichment workshops, excursions to parks and attractions, sports, and more, all under the
guidance of English-speaking volunteers from the United States.

Over the years, the camps have had a positive impact. It has helped Afikim children and teens
improve their English speaking skills, boost their self-confidence, and develop a greater sense of
empowerment. The children look forward to this program all year and in many cases the students
return to visit when they come for their gap year in Israel. It is heartwarming and rewarding to see
how quickly bonds are made and how much impact the program has on the lives of both the
Israelis and the Americans.

This year was no different despite (or in spite of the war). Afikim facilitated English camps in Lod,
Kiryat Malachi and Jerusalem. Nearly 50 volunteers enhanced our camps with their spirit and their
English language impact. Due to security and safety reasons all the YU Counterpoint volunteers
were housed in Jerusalem and bussed to Lod and Kiryat Malachi. The KH volunteers lived on
campus in Talpiot.

The KH volunteers spent nearly three weeks living in the Talpiot center and facilitating program
during the day for the Afikim children and in the evening for the teenagers. The programs included
a mock wedding, a talent show in English and a joint trip the amusement park. In addition, the KH
volunteers from all over the country (200 of them) orchestrated and participated in a day long
carnival and American style fair for the Talpiot community.

In Kiryat Malachi, where the camp is already a long-awaited tradition, 20 students from YU
counterpoint came to spread cheer and hope to a community that has suffered greatly during the
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nawny win 1rny war. The US volunteers did not sleep in Kiryat Malachi as in the past but bussed in daily to run fun
and educational programs. due to security reasons all programs were held on the Amit school
campus . the camp was a wonderful break from the long tense days of summer under the shadow
of war.

In Lod, the English camps returned with gusto after a break of a few years. The campers enjoyed
the distraction the camp provided during wartime and utilized the time with their new American
friends to immerse themselves in English. The lod campers also participated in some of the
Jerusalem activities.

Upon returning to school, the positive impact of the camp is evident as the students demonstrate
improved grades in English and overall increased confidence gained during the summer months.
These camps play a crucial role in fostering identity development and personal enrichment among
the youth.

How the camps work:

Volunteer counselors for the program were carefully chosen from two distinct American
organizations: Yeshiva University and Kol Hanearim. These selections were based on their
demonstrated interest, motivation, and previous experience working with young people. These
dedicated counselors underwent comprehensive training programs by YU and KH, both in the
United States and Israel. These training programs covered a wide range of topics, including safety
and security issues, informal education techniques, creative arts, an introduction to Israeli society,
with a particular focus on communities in the periphery. The Afikim staff participated in the
training programs in Israel.

Each camp was staffed by the Israeli educational staff along with the volunteers who collaborated
as educational teams. Their primary roles were to serve as mentors to the Israeli campers and to
impact their knowledge of the English language This was achieved through a variety of means,
mprox  such as special trips, engaging activities, team-building exercises, and English language reading and
writing instruction (please see the attached sample schedule). Through a combination of fun and
mentoring, the children were reminded that English skills could be a key factor in their academic
success and a pathway to professional achievement. This empowerment aimed to help them
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officewalikimore  As in the past, the Ministries of Education and Welfare have officially recognized the

www afikimore  Afikim/Counterpoint program as a direct continuation of the school year. This accreditation

~ speaks to the high academic standards under which the program has developed.
- photos and testimonials from children and staff below and more photos attached.
AFIKIM - Attached: list of participants and counselors
isky Street - for videos of events: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/iuf8PwBt82tvaMbX/

pOB 4102 - attached: article by one volunteer on summer experience in Israel during wartime

- program review : https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/INQWLIZn1VzflQvi52AI877x3S-
VyPpOSik4FONNsVGk/edit?usp=sharing

- financial report of summer program see below
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inawny win 1ny  Testimonials (from oral comments sent by staff ) :

Summer camp;
“We had very much fun, it's too bad it's the first year and the last year! ”
Pupil from 9th grade .

Another kid from 8th grade ;
“ | had much fun from pool and sea activities "

Another kid from 8th grade ;
“ | hope it will be again next year

Another kid from 7th grade :
“ It was fun getting to know new friends "

Afikim was lucky enough to have Ella Erlbaum a YU intern coordinating the English camp projects.
Here is her summary:

This past summen 7 lad the privilege of interuing with the itsan Matandl - Aclin
Euglish Language Summen Camps. The group was full of spirit and euthusiaom, and it
was beautiful to wateh the chilanen enjoy a vaniety of actiuitics while natunally fracticing
facee. The staff of both organizations wae impeccallle in thetr devotion To the childhren’'s
grouth and happiness. Tt was an extremely fulfilling experience being able to witness such
wondenful endeavors and be part of a team of individuale who go above and beyond to
frovide emiching fun for oan bids.

Ella Erlbaum

YU intern
Coordinator Nitzan Matanel/Afikim English camps
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cost of English summer
camps: Kiryat Malachi, Lod,
Talpiot

DwIn TI7 ,ON'M N YR nnnn Dty
2024 y'p

o"yvaa '» JIZANI '0'0NANI' MA'Y! qIN'YA

expense 4 2] Te) INNNIND DY
m] ]
catering for volunteers 5 250 (Aam7R) Naw? DIX IR 'Y
]
Housekeeping 3,000 (N'o) N7 ANK7 e
- (o) o'T0 NYOIN
guards and orderlies 2,000 !
v 721X NOOIN
pantry items - Talpiot 7,400
mJ ]
catering for packed lunches | 4,300 RRRIEN TA
rll] "
craft supplies 2,730 n"ya nipna Nz 09Y
™ 21'2aN"a [V710 7RO
juggling program - Lod 1,800 |
] -
bus to amusement park 3,000 OPR'a'N7 NXOPN K.N.X
- nwn 7xama 1 Ix
generators for carnival 930
e m7'npP ™IN2 M
Accomodations 35,000 i i
sound system 2mJ200 omy |Iynv n1'y+nnian
bus to outing 2mj000 N"XIN 19D NXOPN 01IVIN
]
security guard 1,000 [N'0 YN'R NN'NY
additional food budget - Il . .
Talpiot 10,069 JIX 2'X¥j7N N90IN
> D'NOINNN 71V
bouncing machines 11,000 .
rllj '
amusement park entrance 8,200 OXp"an
]
bouncing machines addition | 1,700 0'N91NN NS0M
]
cleaning 1.600 VII'R INKY? "TIO! |17
catering for community event | R
and all groups 30,000 ] i
™ D7 IR NIYoN
buses to and from trips 29,075 '
o NMWONY7 2N MIoN
pool entrance 2,240 ' '
rllj " n
park entrance 5,568 N"Waxr NaIX NN
]
170,062
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