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Give the actual state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the activity 
report, no more than ten lines): 
 
The Nitzan Matanel Foundation’s generous donation enabled 141 children entering grades 5-11 to 
participate in science camps this past summer. The vast majority of students come from low socio-
economic homes, more than half of them of Ethiopian origin, and many in the Beer Sheva camp 
from towns on the confrontation line with the Gaza border. The program exposes the children to 
various science subjects in an experiential and engaging way, increasing their interest in science-
related subjects. The camps were held at the Hebrew University, Ben-Gurion University, and Tel 
Aviv University, allowing participants to experience an academic environment. Nearly all the 
camps were two weeks long, although the Hebrew University had a one-week camp, and focused 
on a wide variety of subjects: robotics; comics, film, and creative thinking; "cooking science"; 
programming; storytelling and new media; physical principles; astronomy; puppetry; and more. 
 
Operation and achievements of the program: 
Allocation of places: 
Registration was as follows: 

• Tel Aviv University – 10 participants 

• Hebrew University of Jerusalem – 6 participants 

• Ben-Gurion University – 21 5 participants 
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Participant recruitment and profile: 
This year, we have had several parents approach us as early as April in an attempt to secure a 
summer camp spot for their children, evidence of the success of the program in the past years as 
well as to the great need for it. Indeed, once the program was confirmed and ads were posted at 
the universities and on social media, we received an influx of calls and texts from interested 
parents, many of whom said they'd been waiting for registration to open. 
Students participating in the program are from Israel's geographic and/or socio-economic 
periphery, many from families of Ethiopian descent. Additionally, this year, many of the students 
attending the camps at Ben-Gurion University are from towns in the vicinity of the Gaza Envelope, 
which directly experienced the disaster of October 7th, giving the camps even additional 
significance as a break and positive way to spend time and mitigate trauma. 
Students at the Tel Aviv University camp were from the Rambam School in Lod (90% of their 
students are of Ethiopian descent). The school counselor there selected the students and they 
were registered through the Society for Advancement of Education. The Society for Advancement 
of Education selected and registered the students for the camps at the Hebrew University and 
Ben-Gurion University. There was a huge demand for places at the Ben-Gurion University camp. 
Many parents, knowing the camp from previous years, called us on their own initiative, wanting to 
register their children. These were primarily parents from Ofakim, who were searching for ways to 
relieve the stress and anxiety that their children are experiencing due to the war. Two siblings 
from Beer Sheva were granted special permission to register for four courses at Ben-Gurion 
University due to extenuating family circumstances – their father died last year, and the mother is 
supporting the children herself and needed a framework for them so that she could continue to 
work. We were very happy to have the opportunity to help her. 
 
Funding for transportation: 
Transportation from the Rambam School in Lod to Tel Aviv, and from Merhavim to Beer Sheva, 
was funded by the project.  
 
Evaluation and Challenges: 
Evaluation: 
Feedback received from participants, parents, and camp staff indicated that the camps were a 
great success, sparking the children's interest in new topics, exposing them to an academic 
environment, and giving them some constructive relief from the current tense situation in Israel. 

Challenges: 

• This year, Ben-Gurion University, which had nearly 90% of our participants, changed its 
enrollment procedure. Instead of registering for a session of the camp, participants were 
required to choose one or two courses according to subjects that interested them. Thus, 
instead of paying for an entire day of camp, it was necessary to pay for each course 
separately and figure out the timing – each course lasted an hour and a half each day. 
Additionally, the subjects were less attractive to students – particularly junior-high-school 
students – than they had been in the past. Given the situation, many participants wanted 
"lighter" subjects, which seemed to be missing this year. Both the university and other 
participants experienced a lot of difficulty with this system, and many of the courses that 
were originally offered were closed due to minimal enrollment, limiting the choice even 
further. The program coordinator needed to speak with many parents to guide them 



through the process of choosing courses and explain how the new system worked. This 
required many extra hours of work and a great deal of extra energy on the part of the 
coordinator. 

• The second challenge was related to the timing of the donation. By the time we were 
notified that the donation from the Matanel Foundation was approved, there were very 
few places left at the camps at Hebrew University and at Tel Aviv University. 

Feedback: 
From participants: 

"I enjoyed myself very much, mostly in the radio course. I did my first short podcast there!" 

A letter received from the participating students from the Rambam School: 

BS"D 

 

To: The Matanel Foundation 

 

We, the students of the Rambam School, would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate 

in the summer science camps. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity, we really enjoyed ourselves… 

 

Students share: 

      When we first arrived at the camp we were really frightened that it would be boring, but we 

slowly saw that the lessons were interesting. 

      We met new friends and played with them during recesses 

         Sometimes it was funny, mostly when things seemed strange and unreal. 

      We had an enjoyable field trip to the animal museum and we took a lot of pictures. 

        Today we got our report cards, what fun. 

      I had fun, it was nice, and mostly it was really cold in the classroom. 

All in all, it was a fun and enjoyable experience. 

 

      Thanks also to the great teachers who taught the classes with lots of fun and laughter, and made 

sure that we wouldn't be bored. 

 

Thank you very much, Matanel Foundation 

 

The 2023-2024 cohort, the Rambam School, Lod 

 

From parents: 

"It was wonderful. He enjoyed himself and met wonderful children. From what I understand, the 
robotics class was very interesting, I'm not sure about the comics." 

"The courses were simply wonderful. Innovative, high-quality content, excellent organization, and 
an outstanding experience for the children!" 



"I wanted to thank you for making this high-quality camp accessible. My daughter Tamar returned 
each day happy and full of experiences. The camp develops curiosity and creativity, the teaching is 
on a high level, with a wonderful way of relating." 

From camp staff: 

"The large number of children who were able to participate due to the funding impacted the 
variety of children who came – the children with whom I spoke were wonderful, they hade many 
things and knowledge that they wanted to share, whether in class or among themselves during 
recesses." – Amit, Coordinator of the camp at Ben-Gurion University 

Our thanks: 
On behalf of the participants, parents, teachers, and the Society for Advancement of Education, 
we'd like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Nitzan Matanel Foundation for funding the 
science summer camps for so many years. Their impact on the students has been very significant, 
and even more so this year, when students desperately need interesting and fun activities to give 
them a break from their war-related anxiety and fear. Additionally, given these children's 
backgrounds, the camps provided a real boost to their self-confidence, and offered them exposure 
to fields of interest that they would have difficulty accessing otherwise. We send you a huge thank 
you for all the years of funding that you have provided for this purpose. 


