I rate Szmuel's work very highly. | always listen to the content, which he says with pleasure.
He talks about Jewish culture in a clear, simple way. He enjoy answering lot of questions.
He is very open and communicative. During the last joint Shabbat in Lublin, he devoted a
lot of time to us (teachers). | love talking with Szmuel, comparing Judaism to Christianity.
His work for the community of our school is invaluable.

Agnieszka Lisowska



Shmuel Afek

Shmuel Afek's cooperation with us has been excellent and has greatly contributed to the
development and improvement of the Jewish curriculum at our school. His long-term
commitment to understanding our needs and working collaboratively to find solutions has
been invaluable. Gaining insights into our school and its unique characteristics is a key
element of this partnership. We truly appreciate this collaboration and the projects that it
brings, which have become the heart of our Jewish school.

Our recent joint trip to Lublin was both educational and integrative, allowing teachers to
understand and appreciate the Jewish history of Polish Jews. This experience would not
have been possible without Shmuel's mentoring project. His guidance and support have
played a crucial role in facilitating such meaningful experiences, enabling us to delve
deeper into our heritage and fostering a stronger sense of community within our school.
The impact of his work continues to resonate, enhancing our educational environment and
enriching our students' learning journeys.

Karolina Szykier-Koszucka

Dyrektor ZSLM
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Warsaw, 09/10/2024

Over a year ago Shmuel Afek was introduced to the Lauder-Morasha Primary School
teachers as a person who, together with the school staff, would work on changes to the Jewish
education program and its effective teaching and learning.

Shmuel started with a series of meetings with all the teachers. At the beginning of the last
school year we worked on a calendar of Jewish holidays. Our task was to plan the lessons (it
concerned all the school subjects) in which we would refer to traditional Jewish symbols and
ways of celebrating holidays. The aim was to implement Jewish content in all subjects, not only
Jewish ones.

Apart from working on Jewish curriculum Shmuel devoted a lot of time to bringing teachers
closer to Jewish life and making them feel more and more confident getting involved in it. The
culmination of Shmuel’s year-long work was a shabbaton in Lublin for all teachers — a unique
experience that hasn't happened before.

Last but not least, with the beginning of the new school year, thanks to Shmuel’s initiative and
work, our Jewish culture teacher received new books prepared by Joanna Machel, our former
teacher. This idea was a consequence of number of lessons Shmuel was participating in during
the last school year and the conclusions that followed.

Magda Tarczynska

Deputy Head of the Lauder-Morasha Primary School
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ul. Wawelberga 10, 01-188 Warszawa
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"I have known Mr Shmuel Afek for over a year since he first came to our school. He has
helped me revise my Jewish history curriculum, rightly noting that | spent too much time on
antiquity and the Middle Ages, at the expense of modern times. | was very impressed by the
training meetings and the school Shabbat he prepared for us. This was very important for
us, as some of the teachers only knew it theoretically, and no theory can replace the real
experience of what Shabbat is. Mr Afek is remarkable for his excellent manners, his
knowledge of the Polish language and above all his sincere and deep fascination with the
history of the Jewish community in Poland.

Marek Mrozowski, teacher of ethics, Hebrew and Jewish history at Lauder-Morasha School"



My name is Joanna Machel, and | am a Polish-Jewish educator who used to work at the
Lauder-Morasha Schools. Shmuel Afek reached out to me last year to pursue the idea of
creating teaching materials for the Schools. Over the past few months, we have created
Jewish Tradition textbooks for grades 1-5 based on my previous works and new materials.
We held regular meetings throughout the process, which was essential to the project’s
success. Shmuel was my mentor, colleague, chavruta partner, and an educational well of
wisdom. Thanks to his graceful mentoring and guidance, we achieved a remarkable

outcome.
I’m looking forward to continuing our work in Polish-Jewish education.
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