
 
 

From the 2nd to the 9th of June, we held the 13th Jewish Culture Festival. In this tragic year of war in 
Israel and Palestine, which has led to an increase in anti-Semitism, we are happy to summarize that it 
has been a successful and well-attended festival. We have received a lot of positive feedback and 
were supported by MEPs (e.g. the Minister of Justice held one of the opening speeches).  

There was a need for the Jewish communities to be brought together on a positive note. There was 
plenty of commotion around the tables in the courtyard, where guests enjoyed Jewish dishes, kosher 
wine, drinks, snacks and more. In between events the courtyard was buzzing of life from families 
meeting across generations and curious guests engaging in conversations. 

We hosted more than 70 events, and practically all of them were well attended by an engaging 
audience. The festival hosts a broad spectrum of historical, political, religious, stand-up, academic 
and artistic (music, dance, paintings etc.) topics. We experienced a greater number of foreign guests – 
especially from France and the Baltics. We will do our best to attract more visitors from abroad next 
year by continue to collaborate with embassies and foreign artists.  

To advertise, engage followers and grow our online presence, we asked some of the artists to make 
video greetings, which we shared on Facebook and Instagram in the weeks leading up to the festival. It 
was the first time we did this, and we will do the same next year. 

This year we had an art bazaar with young artists from the Jewish community and we had invited one of 
the young artists to create the front page of the festival program. This is part of our strategy to attract 
younger generations, so the festival can continue for many, many years. We also expanded the festival 
with more art talks, as they were popular last year. We had guided tours and talks at some of the 
biggest museums in Copenhagen and at the Jewish community house. Another very popular event this 
year was our Shabbat dinner on Friday evening, which was directed towards the non-Jewish public. 
Even after the it began, people came hoping they could experience a typical Friday dinner.  

On a more serious note, there was a large turnout for several events about the beginning of the current 
war told by Danish Jews living in Israel – especially the show up to the talk by the journalist Jotam 
Confino exceeded our expectations. We were also proud to welcome Deborah Lipstadt, who is 
ambassador and special envoy for surveillance and combat of antisemitism in Joe Biden's 
government, for a talk in the synagogue. Most evenings, the synagogue was the setting for various 
genres of music with a Jewish origin (such as klezmer, jazz, classical, and ladino) with both famous 
and up and coming artists from Denmark and beyond. 

We are happy and grateful that Matanel found it important to support our niche festival, which is one of 
a kind in the Nordics. To receive funding seems to be more important than ever to combat 
antisemitism and enlighten not only the public but also younger Jewish generations about Jewish 
culture that was, is and will (or wont) be in the future. 

We have had articles in the press and on TV and have been active on social media – both on our own 
channels and by being mentioned and tagged by guests, politicians and artists from Denmark and 
abroad. Soon our communication bureau, ‘Have Kommunikation’, will make a press release, which we 
happily send You. 


