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"l am from Kibbutz Zikim (in the Gaza border region), and we are still in a closed military zone, so we couldn’t organize
as a community this year. However, | decided to join the Holocaust survivor | accompanied at the Yom HaShoah
ceremony in another kibbutz in the area. The survivor connected deeply with the event because he is also from Ashkelon
and experienced the war. He was also personally affected by the events and had a Qassam rocket hit his house. Hearing
him on Yom HaShoah was the highlight of this entire journey, which was full of insights. As | sat there, | felt like part of his
story. | take a lot from this project, especially the optimism. The encounter with him expanded my perspective, helped me
see beyond our current situation, and provided a sense of horizon and understanding that there is a future. This was a
different Yom HaShoah, very powerful and connected, truly a timeless event."

"Yom HaShoah and the recent period were very emotional and touching. The program was very meaningful to me. | met
a very special Holocaust survivor—strong and warm-hearted. My father passed away a few years ago, and | didn’t know
this, but he was a friend of my father’s. Until recently, he did reserve duty and still keeps in touch with the reserve unit
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(which he helped establish) even though he is over 80 years old! | greatly enjoyed the project, feeling it was beneficial to
me, and | could do something meaningful during this time."

"The survivor | accompanied had many amazing things and insights in her story—about friendship, human connections,
and perspective. She constantly says how lucky she was! This gave me insights into my own family story as well."

"I had an amazing experience in the program! The Holocaust survivor shared different stories during the program that
even her family didn’t know. The program allowed us to reach new corners and discover more emotional aspects."

"It’'s a great privilege to be part of this project. My connection with the Holocaust survivor | accompanied will definitely not
be limited to Yom HaShoah. It's a huge privilege to have met him and for him to share his story with me at such a level. |
don’t feel like an outsider, even though it's not my story or family. He always made me feel part of it. Being able to tell his
story and keep it alive is a great privilege. The survivor will stay with me forever, and | will continue to meet with him. I'm
glad | could be part of this project. Often, in the rush of life, it's hard to look around, but it's so important to do it every
year, especially this year!"

"Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the program—I am very grateful for the privilege! | joined the program
because of October 7th and the fact that | enlisted two children in the army and wanted to do something meaningful. |
went to the Paratroopers Base, where my son serves, to share the story of the Holocaust survivor | accompanied. It was
amazing and emotional; they were interested, listened, and a very meaningful and moving conversation developed.
When the soldiers heard that the survivor would not be coming, they were initially disappointed and worried, but the
deputy battalion commander told me after the event: 'lt was so powerful that you shared her story, and | realized how
important what you are doing is. It's now up to us, our generation, to carry on her story." | thought | was telling a
Holocaust story, but | conveyed much more than that—the message that it is now up to us, the future generations, to
pass on the story."

"It was very meaningful. | had the privilege of accompanying a Holocaust survivor with a full life, and he wanted to pass
on his story to me. After October 7th, he found it hard to believe in the country again. The fact that we wanted to come,
hear, and learn from him gave him hope and optimism that we can rebuild."
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"l had an amazing experience. Thank you for the privilege! This match was very significant; the survivor is an amazing
person. | started researching and learning about Hungarian Jewry, his community, and it just made me want to learn
more. | held a 'Zikaron BaSalon' event at my home and shared his story. Two days later, the survivor presented his story
at my workplace. | prepared a presentation to complement his story with pictures and ways to see his story in another
form. On the day he came, he wasn'’t feeling well, so | offered to tell his story, and he would add to it, which helped him a

lot. It’s clear to me that | will stay in touch with him!"

"This was a very special experience. | had a click with the Holocaust survivor | accompanied from the first moment. It was
very natural for me to tell his story in the salon. | wanted to remember details in a chronological way and was initially
worried about it, but the story flowed very naturally. The next day, | went with him to hear him tell his story elsewhere, and
afterward, | felt really good because | realized | had told his story similarly but from my perspective. | was excited that |
could convey it just like he does. | feel that | can now tell his story again and again. We had such a special connection,
and | even invited him to my wedding."

"l am really glad | took part in the program, especially this year. It was a privilege to meet her, and it was moving to see
that she lives a full and good life. | hope to reach 88 years old and be surrounded by family, friends, and a full life."

"Usually, the Holocaust survivor | accompanied felt that his story was not very important. But this year, especially after
October 7th and the war, he found it very difficult to share it. During our conversations and meetings, he understood that
his story is significant and important, especially this year."

"It was truly a journey—I was at a salon last year and decided | wanted to join the program. | met the Holocaust survivor |
accompanied and learned a lot. She is sporty and full of life. | met her many times and feel she is my friend, and age is
just a number."

"The survivor | accompanied is an amazing woman. We are in good contact, chatting on WhatsApp and meeting. Next
week, she’s coming to my home and wants to meet my children and family. | feel so lucky she came into my life, and | am
very grateful for it. It was a really good and positive experience, and | am very happy about it."



