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Give the actual state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the activity
report, no more than ten lines):

The Nitzan Matanel Foundation’s generous donation enabled 132 children entering grades 4-10 to
participate in science camps this past summer. The program targets children from the country's
geographic and socio-economic periphery, some half of whom came from families of Ethiopian
origin, and exposes them to various science subjects in an experiential and engaging way. This is
expected to increase the children's interest in continuing with science studies and succeeding in
them, and to pique their curiosity in general. The camps were held at the Hebrew University, Ben-
Gurion University, and Tel Aviv University, providing participants with the experience of being in
an academic environment. Nearly all the camps were two weeks long, and focused on a wide
variety of subjects: robotics, medicine, radio, pharmaceuticals, astronomy, computers, culture
(e.g. ancient art and crafts, circus, puppetry, comics) and humanities (e.g. English, brain games).

Operation and achievements of the program:
Allocation of places:
Registration was as follows:
e Tel Aviv University — 16 participants
e Hebrew University of Jerusalem — 7 participants
e Ben-Gurion University — 109 participants
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Participant recruitment and profile:

Students were recruited directly through the schools, and the procedure was different for each
university. There was a huge demand for places at the camps at Ben-Gurion University, particularly
from Ofakim (Merhavim area), and, as the region has many families of low socio-economic
standing who want to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity, we decided not to limit
registration. All of the students who attended the Tel Aviv University camp were of Ethiopian
origin, from the Rambam School in Lod, and the vice-principal registered them. In Jerusalem, only
a few places were open in the camp, so we decided not to advertise at the Breishit School, as was
done in the past, rather we invited students to apply, and we accepted only the few students who
applied in time.

Funding for transportation:
Transportation from the Rambam School in Lod was funded by the project. Transportation from
Merhavim was partially funded by the project.

Discounts:
The only discounts received this year was a 150 NIS discount for a second child of the same family
at Ben-Gurion University, and this was limited to 20 children.

Evaluation and Challenges:
Evaluation:

Feedback from program staff — Feedback from the staff of the camps was very positive, indicating
that the participants were well disciplined and very focused on the material they were learning
and the accompanying tasks.

Feedback from participants and parents — Parents and participants completed a questionnaire,
and the feedback was unanimously positive. The vast majority of children indicated that they
would like to continue learning such subjects, that they had never visited a university before the
camp (other than those who had participated in a previous year), that they learned new things,
enjoyed the activities in the camp, and would recommend it to others. Parents answered
repeatedly that their child returned each day excited and full of new knowledge and experiences
that he/she was eager to share. They also complimented the professionalism of the staff.

Challenges:

e One of the challenges faced this summer was the flood of parents wishing to enroll their
children in the camps. The economic situation in Israel is becoming increasingly difficult,
and parents from families that are struggling economically have difficulty finding safe,
affordable, high-quality frameworks for their children during the holidays, when many
parents work. Additionally, the camps' excellent reputation led to a huge demand for
places in the camps, that we were able to meet in some cases (Ben-Gurion University), but
not in all, such that a significant number of children couldn't be accepted.

e The universities require full payment of fees upon registration, however we only receive
half the sum in advance, and this caused some difficulties for SAE.



e We received very short notice of funding from the Matanel Foundation, such that we did
not have sufficient time to organize and inform the various schools and camps properly.
This led to problems in registration for the students from the Rambam School, and, in
some cases, limited places in the camps and in choice of camp subjects.

e Students from towns that did not receive organized transportation had a hard time getting
to the camps on their own.

Feedback:
From participants:

"I'd like to learn this all year and belong to a competitive robotics team."
"The counselors and directors were good. | learned new things and very much enjoyed the camp."

"Every day | felt how varied the camp was, both in terms of materials we learned and activities,
and in the social meetings, which | really enjoyed. | want to register next year too, b'ezrat
Hashem."

"I had fun and really enjoyed myself. They invested a lot in making the camp good, and | want to
go next year too."

"The medicine camp was so interesting. Every day we learned about another organ or limb, and |
realized | was really enjoying myself."

"It was really fun, the activities were great, and | met new friends. I'd be happy to participate next
year."

"I really enjoyed making things."

From parents:

Many parents emphasized how much their child had enjoyed the camp, and that they came home
each day excited about what they had learned, as well as mentioning the high quality of the camp.
Following are excerpts from messages we received:

"A wonderful camp, with high-quality teaching and activities. My daughter enjoyed herself very
much."

"It was an amazing camp, as it is every year. This year my daughter attended for the first time, last
year my son attended. Much was invested in making the camp good, and it takes all sectors into
account, the staff was always available. We truly enjoyed it."

"This is my son's second year in the program, and it's a great gift. He and my daughter come home
enthusiastic and don't stop talking about what they learned and about the new friends they made.
These camps have great added value — wonderful wonderful wonderful!"

"My son came back each day glowing and excited. | recommend it."



"Yahav enjoyed himself so much that he even said he was dreaming of becoming a doctor. You
succeeded in making him fall in love with a field he knew nothing about."

"An excellent program. It's a shame that it's not longer."

"This was our second year in the program, and my son enjoys himself and learns. Being in the
university setting empowers him and the studies are interesting. Thank you!"

From camp staff:

"They can get to school on time. There was not one case of a child arriving late."
"They came back right on time after recess, without having to be reminded."
"They were very concentrated during the classes."

Our thanks:

On behalf of the participants, parents, teachers, and the Society for Advancement of Education,
we'd like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Nitzan Matanel Foundation for this years-long
partnership in support of the summer camps. Their impact on the students cannot be overstated.
These are children with few engaging and constructive opportunities, and the camps are
extremely significant in improving their motivation and self-image, exposing them to an academic
environment, and, of course, increasing their knowledge in a way that they enjoy.



