
 

 בס"ד 
 

The European Beth Din (EBD) was established over 35 years ago, in response to repeated requests from European 

communities where there was no functioning or recognised Rabbinical Court. 

 

The EBD is composed of  Senior Dayanim from established European Batei Din. The EBD works across the entire 

European continent and serves individuals and communities in various ways. Our Beth Din enjoys a close relationship with 

other reputable Batei Din the world over, as well as with the Chief  Rabbinate of  the State of  Israel. 

 

Brief  Summary of  Beis Din Activities between November 2022 and November 2023 
 

• Portugal: 
 
Oporto: The Beth Din has received a request for a Din Torah involving two opposing sides in the Jewish 
Community of  Oporto. The Beth Din has initiated contact with the parties to ensure that the matter is 
dealt with in accordance with Jewish Law and is not taken to the secular courts without permission from 
our Beth Din. Matter is ongoing. 
 

• Spain: 
 
The Beth Din has consolidated its presence and leadership in Spain. Dayan Elimelech Vanzetta, Director 
of  the Beth Din, has personally visited almost all Jewish communities in Spain and will soon visit the 
remaining two communities. 
 
The Beth Din is organising an inspection of  all Mikvaos in Spain. The inspection will be carried out bt 
Rav Olshtein, head of  the CER’s Mikvaos Department, in conjunction with the Director of  the Beth Din. 
A report will then be produced and shared with all Dayanim of  the Beth Din. 
 
The intention is to certify the Kashruth of  all inspected Mikvaos, whenever possible, and to help Rabbis 
and Communities to solve any problems detected during the inspections. 
 
The Beth Din continues to handle various conversion requests across Spain, and has successfully 
officialised the conversion of  a number of  serious candidates in June 2023.  
 
The Beth Din has also mediated and arbitrated a number a communal disputes in Spain, ensuring well 
accepted resolutions. 
 
The Beth Din is also actively involved with a number of  divorce (Gittin) cases in Spain. In one case, the 
Beth Din is helping a woman who has been waiting for a Get for 25 years. 
 

• Belgium: 
 
The European Beth Din continues to work with recognised Rabbis and Rebbetzins in Belgium on 
conversion matters. 
 

• Latvia: 
 
The Beth Din has signed an official agreement with the Jewish Community of  Latvia, whereby the 
European Beth Din of  the CER is now the official and only Beth Din in Latvia. 
 
 
 



 

The Director of  the Beth Din visited Riga in June 2023. During the visit, the Director interviewed a 
number of  individuals interested in converting to Judaism, answered halachic questions posed by the Rabbi 
of  the Community, gave a number of  Shiurim to different members of  the Community. 
 
The connection between the Beth Din and the Rabbi of  the Community is very strong and the Rabbi asks 
the Beth Din for continuous guidance in all communal and halachic matters. 
 

• Poland: 
 
The European Beth Din has an official agreement with the Chief  Rabbi of  Poland, whereby our Beth Din 
is the only and official Beth Din of  Poland. The European Beth Din has taken the decision of  entrusting 
cases from Poland to the Beth Din of  the ORD, in Germany, acting as a representative of  our Beth Din, 
due to the fact that a) Dayan Rephoel Evers is at the same time a Dayan in our Beth Din and in the ORD 
Beth Din, b) geographical proximity between the two neighbouring countries. 
 

• Bulgaria: 
 
The European Beth Din has been working very closely with the Chief  Rabbi of  Bulgaria. Our Beth Din 
has finalised the conversion of  a young candidate, shortly before Rosh HaShannah. The young man in 
question is now learning in Yeshivah in Vienna. 
 

• Luxembourg 
 
The European Beth Din has also been contacted by Rabbi Alain Nacache, in connection to individuals 
and families from Luxembourg, who wish to convert to Judaism. 
 
The Director of  the European Beth Din visited the Jewish Community of  Luxembourg shortly before 
Rosh HaShannah in order to open communications between the Beth Din and the Community. During 
the visit, the Director interviewed a number of  individuals and families interested in converting to Judaism, 
met with the President of  the Community, with Mrs Joelle Aflafo (from Matanel), with various members 
of  the Community and also gave a Shiur. 
 
The Director visited the Mikveh of  the Community and agreed with Rav Nacache that the Beth Din would 
facilitate the visit of  an expert to inspect and, hopefully, certify the Kashruth of  the Mikveh. 
 
The Rabbi and the Beth Din have remained in close contact and a visit is currently planned, together with 
Rav Olshtein, to carry out a full inspection of  the Mikveh. 
 
It is expected that the Beth Din and the Jewish Community of  Luxembourg will also enter into an 
agreement naming the European Beth Din of  the CER as the official and only Beth Din responsible for 
Luxembourg. 
 

• Switzerland: 
 
The Beth Din has been involved with a case of  recognition of  a conversion performed many years ago, in 
order to enable the convert to make Alyah with his family. This is a joint effort uniting the Central Beth 
Din of  Switzerland, whose Av Beth Din is Chief  Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt and the Beth Din of  the 
CER. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

• Chief  Rabbinate of  Israel 
 
The Beth Din has been in close contact with the Chief  Rabbinate of  Israel on a number of  issues, with 
special attention to updating our agreement and list of  Dayanim. 

 

• Contact from members of  the public and from other Batei Din/Rabbis: 
 
In addition to the above, the Beth Din regularly and routinely receives received many requests from 
members of  the public, and from other Batei Din and Rabbis from Europe and beyond, about various 
halachic matters, such as conversions, Jewish divorce, halachic questions, etc… and always responds to 
each one in a professional and timely manner. 


