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Please present your activity report according to the following lines. The whole rapport will not 
exceed 2 or 3 pages (as word document).  
 
Name of the Program: European Beth Din of the Conference of European Rabbis 
 
Year of activity: 2023 
 
Name of the report's writer: Gady Gronich 
 
Function of the report's writer: CEO & Chief of Staff to the President of the Conference of 
European Rabbis  
 
Mail: ggronich@rabbiscer.org | Phones: +4989358927510 | Mobile: +491727164945 
 
Website / Facebook address of the organization: 
 https://rabbiscer.org/what-we-do/european-beth-din-cer/ 
 
Number of active participants in the program: 8 Dayanim and Director of the EU Beth Din of 
the CER Dayan Elimelech Vanzetta directly involved with the Beth Din, providing services to 
Jewish communities across the European Continent. The following Jewish communities are 
active participants/recipients of services provided by the Beth Din: 

- All Jewish communities in Spain (Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga, Torremolinos, Marbella, 
Melilla, Ceuta, Alicante). 

- The Jewish Community of Latvia. 

- The Jewish Community of Luxembourg. 

- The Jewish Community of Bulgaria. 

- The Jewish Community of Thessaloniki (Greece). 

- The Jewish Community of Finland. 

- The Jewish Community of Oporto. 

- The Jewish Community of Lisbon. 

- The Jewish Community of Croatia. 
 
Estimated number of impacted participants: The European Beth Din has handled hundreds of 
requests for conversion, religious divorce, mediation and arbitration, halachic guidance and any 
other matter requiring a Beth Din in 2023. 
 
Give the actually state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the activity 
report, no more than ten lines): 
We have guided, supervised, and finalized conversion in Spain and Bulgaria. We have active 
conversion candidates in various communities in Spain, in Luxembourg, in Latvia and in 
Croatia. We have handled requests for religious divorce (Gett) from various different 
communities in Spain, including having finally obtained a religious divorce for a woman who 
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had been waiting for over 25 years. We are now starting an inspection of Mikvaot together with 
Rav Olshtein, from the Mikvaot Department of the CER. We will start with Luxembourg and 
Mikvaot will receive a Certificate of Kashruth from the European Beth Din. 
 
The main achievements during the last year of activity (main achievements, number of events, 
number of participants, etc.): 
The Director of the Beth Din has personally visited many communities across Europe to 
strengthen the connection between the Beth Din and the communities. We have successfully 
finalized a number of conversion cases of individuals who are now proud members of the Jewish 
people. We have helped people with requests for a religious divorce. Dayan Elimelech Vanzetta 
and Dayan Menachem Gelley will have a questions and answers session with young rabbis at the 
beginning of December 2023. 
 
The evaluation (methodology, results, comparisons with the precedent year, conclusions for the 
future…): 
Our evaluation is very objective as we can compare the number of countries and communities 
being served in the past and now. This was orally conveyed to Mrs. Joelle Aflalo during an in-
person meeting which took place in Luxembourg and Munich in September 2023. The Beth 
Din has grown significantly over the past couple of years and has plans to grow even more. 
 
Provisional guidelines for the advancement of the program in the next year: 
The Director of the Beth Din will continue to visit new communities to open new lines of 
communication and will revisit communities that are already working with the Beth Din to 
strengthen the professional relationship. 
 
Please join the Evaluation Report, the Financial Report, and the list of the participants to the 
program (as PDF documents) 
 
Please join photos – as JPG files – and any link or any other document connected to the 
program which will seems to you relevant – as PDF document.  
 
Please join a 5-minute movie which presents your institution and the particular project 
supported by the Matanel Foundation. The movie should be accessible to the philanthropic 
world and to other potential donors. 
 


