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For several years, the Afikim Family Enrichment Association has joined forces with the YU
Counterpoint program in various Israeli cities, including Kirya Malachi, Lod, Dimona, and Arad, to
organize English Language summer camps. The Matanel Foundation has played a significant role in
making this program a reality.

Counterpoint Israel operates on a service-learning model specifically developed by Yeshiva
University's Center for the Jewish Future. Over the last 18 years it has successfully expanded to
eight cities and has also made its mark in numerous cities during the winter months. Counterpoint
Israel is built upon two fundamental pillars: activism and learning.

The Counterpoint has had a positive impact. It has helped Afikim teenagers improve their English
speaking skills, boost their self-confidence, and develop a greater sense of empowerment.
Furthermore, Counterpoint has brought about positive, lasting changes in the host communities.

Following a temporary pause caused by the Covid pandemic, the year 2023 marked a resurgence
of the program in Afikim, along with an expansion into Jerusalem. In July 2023, a group of
dedicated and exceptional students from the United States and Canada, participating through
Yeshiva University's Counterpoint program and the Kol Nearim program, served as staff for English
language camps in both Jerusalem and Kiryat Malachi. Their efforts provided more than 50 Israeli
campers with an unforgettable summer experience.

These camps offered a well-structured and enjoyable environment for junior high and high school
students from Afikim who reside in outlying areas. Within the Afikim English language summer
camp, children engaged in a range of social activities, enrichment workshops, excursions to parks
and attractions, sports, and more, all under the guidance of English-speaking staff from the United
States. Beyond the fun, the young participants also took part in informal educational classes
conducted in English.

This year, Afikim was finally able to realize a dream and open an English camp in Jerusalem. Afikim
collaborated with the Kol Hanearim program and 2 dozen US students volunteered their time to
run an English camp for the Talpiot children. The camp included a open community event on JULY
4™, celebrating American Independence day. The day was complete with traditional American
style BBQ, carnival events, dancing and music. The entire community participated, young and old
and everyone looks forward to next years program.

Upon returning to school, the positive impact of the camp became evident as the students
demonstrated improved grades in English and overall increased confidence gained during the



PPoX

aANowWNI WwINn 1'nY

pProXx
447pOrDIAT N
91041 2w 4102.T.n
073.223.3000 .70
02.563.0007 .op9
office@afikim.org

www.afikim.org

AFIKIM

44 Jabotinsky Street
POB 4102

Jerusalem 91041

Phone 972.73.223.3000
Fax 972.2.563.0007
www.afikim.org

office@afikim.org

e

summer months. These camps played a crucial role in fostering identity development and personal
enrichment among the youth.

Volunteer counselors for the program were carefully chosen from two distinct American
organizations: Yeshiva University and Kol Hanearim. These selections were based on their
demonstrated interest, motivation, and previous experience working with young people. These
dedicated counselors underwent comprehensive training programs, both in the United States and
Israel. These training programs covered a wide range of topics, including informal education
techniques, creative arts, an introduction to Israeli society, with a particular focus on communities
in the periphery.

Each camp was staffed by a team of international students who collaborated as educational
teams. Their primary roles were to serve as mentors to the Israeli campers and to impart
knowledge about Jewish history, heritage, and culture. This was achieved through a variety of
means, such as special trips, engaging activities, team-building exercises, and English language
reading and writing instruction (please see the attached sample schedule). Through a combination
of fun and mentoring, the children were reminded that English skills could be a key factor in their
academic success and a pathway to professional achievement. This empowerment aimed to help
them improve their own lives and make a positive impact on their communities.

As in the past, the Ministries of Education and Welfare have officially recognized the
Afikim/Counterpoint program as a direct continuation of the school year. This accreditation

speaks to the high academic standards under which the program has developed.

Watch here for a short clip of the program in Kiryat Malachi : https://youtu.be/XrEjeFwcVIE
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