Update on In the summer of 2021, 159 children, entering grades 1-3 registered for

Summer Science Camp. Of these, nine cancelled their registration or did

sum mer not attend, for a total of 150 children in attendance.

™ It is important to note that, due to the COVID pandemic, in Ben-Gurion
SClenc e University of the Negev, two days of the camp program were not held but
the students received two days later in the summer as compensation. |n

C amp Jerusalem, three days of Science Camp had to be cancelled, as a number

of students tested positive for COVID; in light of this, a discount was offered

Progr am on the camp tuition.

The program aims to provide enrichment to children from the worid of
science, strengthen their belief in their abilities, and underscore to them
that they can pursue an academic track in the future. We believe that the
engaging activities and positive learning experiences offered by the Science
Camp will bolster their will to achieve and succeed.

The students participated in several study tracks, including:
Genetic engineering, microbiology, outer space and physics, "Young
Physicians,” robotics, computer science, mathematical thinking.

In some participating institutions, the program received reserved
spots, and in some institutions, registration was based on availability.

Tel Aviv University
20 reserved spots

Hebrew University
Registration based on availability,
with 3 classes created for 48 of SAE students

Weizmann Institute of Science
Science Camp did not open this summer, due to the pandemic.

& Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
| ﬂ | 100 spots were reserved for our students (77 students enrolled; we limited
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Achievements:

Participant profile: The academic institutions that ran the Science Camps
sent us positive feedback about the high motivation and strong skills of
our students. This, despite the fact that they come from disadvantaged
socig-economic backgrounds (children of immigrants andfor living in the
geographic or social periphery).

Varied recruitment strategies:

We cultivated connections with a range of professionals in the community.
To locate students who would be appropriate for the program,
we contacted the Education Departments and Social Service departments
in local municipalities, schools, leaders from the Ethiopian-lsraeli
community, and Absorption Centers. In some cases, we approached the
families of prospective students directly. The registration coordinators
in the participating universities also cooperated with us, referring families
whose children would be suitable for the program.

Transportation Costs:

Rambam School, Lod - Transportatien fully covered by SAE

Reishit School, Jerusalem - Transportation fully covered by SAE
Regional School, Merhavim - Transportation funded by schoof,
with assistance from SAE; In Ofakim - transportation was subsidized
by the municipality

Tuition Subsidies:

Tel Aviv University, Hebrew University, and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
granted a certain number of tuition subsidies, as detailed below:

Tel Aviv University - Subsidies for 24 participants

Hebrew University - Subsidies for 58 participants

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev - Subsidies for 77 participants

Challenges:

» Late registration: Despite our attempt to hold an early registration during
the Passover vacation, we were not able to finatize enrollment weil ahead

of time. In fact, a sizable number of students enrolled at the very [ast minute.

« Availability of reserved spots: Some academic institutions have limited
the scope of their summer programs. To deal with this reality, we need to
redouble our recruitment efforts in locations where we have a high number
of reserved spots, but where interest among our target population is weak
{for instance, expand recruitment strategies in the Tel Aviv area).

« Other Opportunities: The Summer Vacation School program, which was
held in a number of educational institutions at the same time as the first
session of Science Camp, was an attractive option for parents and children
{held close to home and/jor providing organized transportation). Therefore,
most of the enrollment in the Science Camp was for later dates [end of
July-August). Moreover, some parents deliberated whether or not to enroll
their children in Science Camp, after sending their children to the Summer
Vacation School program.

« Transportation: In light of the difficulties involved in transporting children
to Science Camp, and in response to requests from parents, once again we
provided full or partial subsidies for transportation.



Stories of participants:

Through the entire process of registration and based on our ongoing
communications with the academic institutions, it was clear to us that
the children enjoyed their experience at the Science Camp and that their
parents were extremely grateful for this enrichment for their children.

Please see attached photographs from Science Camp Activities. These
are for your intemnal use only.

Photos of students Hebrew University Jerusalem:
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Feedback from students at Tel Aviv University

"I never imagined that math could be interesting!"

“Physics is so cool.”

"The class in artificial intelligence was fascinating.”
"Medicine is a difficult field, but it was amazing to try out CPR."

"We learned tofill in an alien multiplication table!
It was interesting and funny”

"This program is so fascinating, and | am learning new things"
"I've found a new friend from another city."
"The teachers are there for us, and answer our questions.”

"It's fun to learn in a quiet (and calm) place.
The activities are so interesting and funny."

Feedback from educators:
"The kids are on a "high", they have made new friends. We feel
so fortunate (that they had this opportunity).”

(Irs, Assistant Principal of Rambam School in Lod)




