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Give the actual state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the 
activity report, no more than ten lines): 
 
In the summer of 2018, 141 children going into 2nd-10th grades were able to 
participate in the summer science programs at Israeli universities, thanks to 
generous financial support from the Matanel Foundation. The objective of these 
programs is to expose students to a variety of scientific subjects, to improve their 
belief in themselves and their abilities, and to help them understand that studying in 
an academic institution is within their reach. We believe that the students’ positive 
experiences with these science programs will influence their desire to succeed and 
achieve academically. Students participated in a variety of tracks, including: genetic 
engineering, microbiology, physics and astronomy, young doctors, robotics, 
computers and mathematical thinking. 
 
The main achievements during the last year of activity: 
 
Allocation of places: 
We received an allocation of places from some of the participating institutions while, 
in others, participation was on the basis of available space, as follows: 
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 Tel Aviv University – allocation of 20 places 

 Hebrew University of Jerusalem – registration according to available space 

 Weizmann Institute of Science – allocation of 50 places for a single week (in 
actuality, 27 children registered for two weeks) 

 Ben-Gurion University of the Negev – allocation of 100 places, but at 
registration time, this was reduced to 60. 

 Technion – registration according to available space 

 Bar-Ilan University – allocation of 8 places. 
 
While, in past years, Bar-Ilan and Ben-Gurion universities held two registration 
cycles, this year there was only one, with a limited number of students. 
 
Participation (by institution): 
 

 Tel Aviv University – 10 participants 

 Hebrew University of Jerusalem – 28 participants 

 Bar-Ilan University – 7 participants 

 Technion – 5 participants 

 Weizmann Institute of Science – 27 participants 

 Ben-Gurion University – 64 participants 
 
Variety of sources for locating students: 
Contact was made with a number of professional organizations and individuals 
within the community for the purpose of locating appropriate students to participate 
in the science camps. These included municipal education departments, schools, 
welfare departments, and community mediators of Ethiopian origin. 
 
Participant profile: 
We were pleased to receive extremely positive feedback from all the participating 
institutions, indicating strong ability and motivation among our students, who are 
from weak socio-economic backgrounds (children of immigrants, from the social 
and/or geographic periphery). In this sense, the choice of community contacts was 
appropriate and bore fruit. 
 
Funding for transportation: 
The Municipality of Ofakim, the Guatemala School in Jerusalem, and the Merhavim 
Regional Council funded the transportation for their students. 
 
Discounts: 
We received discounts on registration costs from Tel Aviv University, the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and the Weizmann Institute of Science. 
 
Contact with Noar Shochar Mada (Young Scientists Program): 
The SAE’s program coordinator established excellent working relationships with all 
the participating institutions, and all of them cooperated beautifully. In each 
institution (with the exception of Bar-Ilan University) we felt a strong identification 
with our program’s objectives. 



Evaluation and Challenges: 

Evaluation: 

 Throughout the summer, the SAE’s program coordinator was in ongoing 
contact with professionals from the program at the various institutions. 
Additionally, there were visits to Bar-Ilan University and Ben-Gurion 
University with representatives of the SAE and the Matanel Foundation. 
Institution coordinators reported that the student profile was appropriate, 
that the children participated fully and showed great interest in what they 
were learning. 

Challenges: 

 We did not receive advance registration information from the participating 
institutions, and were informed of our allocations only once registration 
opened to the general public at the beginning of May. This caused a 
significant delay in locating participants. Given the very positive cooperation 
in the program, we hope that we will have the opportunity to register early 
this coming summer, and meetings regarding this subject are already 
underway. 

 Allocation of places – Some of the institutions have reduced our allocations 
for their summer-camp activities. In order to deal with this situation, we need 
to increase identification of participants in the areas where there is a larger 
allocation (for example, to increase recruitment efforts in the Tel Aviv area). 
Ben-Gurion University’s reduction of allocated spaces while registration was 
taking place created a very unpleasant situation in which we were unable to 
register all the students who had been recruited. 

 Parents are offered alternative programs for the summer period, which are 
more convenient for them (closer to home, longer, with transportation), and 
this competes with the summer science camps. 

 Professionals within the Ethiopian community were not particularly 
cooperative. 

 Transportation – A relatively small number of bodies participated in funding 
transportation. Children from low socio-economic homes usually live in 
neighborhoods that are far from the universities, such that assistance from 
parents in bringing children to the camps is extremely limited. 

 Tel Aviv University and the Technion emphasized academic excellence and 
outstanding behavior, and this made it difficult to recruit suitable students 
(they requested higher grades than the other institutions). 

 Outstanding participants were offered the possibility of continuing to study in 
Noar Shochar Mada’s other frameworks, which take place throughout the 
school year. This is very encouraging, however the families are unable to 



afford the cost. The topic of making Noar Shochar Mada’s ongoing activities 
accessible to weakened populations was also raised by Ben-Gurion 
University, and we believe that this is necessary in other places as well. This 
issue was discussed with representatives of the Matanel Foundation. 

 

Personal Stories: 

Throughout the registration process and our ongoing contact with the institutions, 
we were impressed by both the students’ great satisfaction with the program, and 
the parents’ gratitude. We would like to share a number of examples: 

Tel Aviv University: A student going into 8th grade wanted to participate in the 
program, but was initially not accepted due to his end-of-year report card from 
school. After appealing the decision, and a great deal of work by the SAE's program 
coordinator, he was accepted. In the end, as a result of his achievements in the 
program, he was offered the opportunity to continue learning with Noar Shochar 
Mada throughout the year. His mother turned to us and to the university to request 
a scholarship to enable her son to attend. (The issue of financing ongoing 
participation of outstanding students, such as the boy in this story, has not yet been 
resolved). 

 

Technion: Here is a translation of a letter from the mother of one participant: 

“Dear Matanel Foundation, 

I would like to thank you again for the support that you gave our family and for 
giving my son, Matan David, a scholarship for the summer camp at the Technion. 

Time flies very quickly, and the program has ended but the good memories will stay 
with him. 

This was an extremely positive and useful experience for him, and it prevented him 
from sitting at home with nothing to do. 

I wanted to ask whether you support educational activities for children during the 
year as well, because he was offered the opportunity to participate in the ‘Alberto’ 
program (science and mathematics achievement program for children, with 26 
sessions throughout the year). 

With honest gratitude, 

The Shontso Family” 

 



Guatemala School, Jerusalem: This is the response of several 4th-grade girls who 
participated in the program, and were asked what they would like to say to the 
donor. 

 “The summer camp was the most fun. There was great food there, and the most fun 
was doing things we’d never done, like experiments and mixing all kinds of materials 
together. It’s a lot better than a school camp, and we just have to go again!” 

 

Letter written by Yael Hendelsman, the school’s social worker 

“The camp was a one-time opportunity for children who are generally not exposed 
to research institutes and to subjects at a high level, such as those at the Weizmann 
Institute. It was clear that, despite the transportation that required that the children 
get up early and miss the camp that their other friends went to, they persisted and 
arrived each day enthusiastically, thirsty for knowledge and the new experience 
provided by the Weizmann Institute. For this, we must also thank the institute’s 
staff, who received us with open arms. I’d like to emphasize that participation in the 
science camps advanced the children academically, socially, and, most importantly, 
in terms of their self-image – they learned that they have the right and the ability to 
enter the gates of institutes of higher education and to aim to achieve, regardless of 
their financial situation or social standing. They were exposed to new possibilities of 
focusing and developing, different from those familiar to them from their homes, 
their cultural environment, and school. This is of prime importance, and cannot be 
replaced. 

In the name of the school, the students and their parents, we would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude for the donation that enabled the students’ participation in 
the science camps.” 

 

 

 
 


